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Section 1:
Executive Summary
The New Zealand Magna Carta 800th Anniversary Commemorative Committee in 2015 was chaired
by Associate Professor Jennifer Lees-Marshment. Dr Stephen Winter served as deputy chair. Associate
Professor Lees-Marshment was appointed by the Magna Carta 800th Anniversary Commemoration
Committee in the UK to coordinate and lead efforts to celebrate Magna Carta in New Zealand in
October 2014. Succeeding in securing a GBP 10,000 grant from the Magna Carta Trust, of which HM
Queen was patron, Associate Professor Lees-Marshment’s vision for the Committee was to use the
anniversary to reflect on the past, the present and the future of the rule of law and rights in New
Zealand, under the theme Celebrating the past; reflecting on the present; and imagining the future.
The Committee oversaw, facilitated and helped promote a range of Magna Carta related events and
activities that engaged a wide range of academics, political and legal figures as well as organisations
and civil society. Initiatives included those within parliament, educational activities, arts and culture
exhibitions, cathedral services, conferences, speakers and talks.1 The cornerstone of the Committee's
activities in 2015 was the University of Auckland Magna Carta Lecture Series in July. Led by Stephen
Winter, each of the five nights in the series looked at a particular historical, legal, cultural or rights
issue in relation to Magna Carta. 16 speakers took part in the series including Chief Justice Dame Sian
Elias, Judge Carrie Wainwright, Amnesty International Director Grant Bayldon, Assistant Privacy
Commissioner Joy Liddicoat, as well as New Zealand politicians Hon Judith Collins and Labour Party
Leader Andrew Little.2
Moreover, the Committee engaged the public and media on Magna Carta. 71% of the audience for
the University of Auckland Magna Carta Lecture Series were from outside the university. The Lecture
Series received positive feedback (see Box 1.1 below) and edited videos were produced and placed on
the Committee's YouTube channel3 - which by the end of the year had received over 760 views.
Box 1.1: Feedback on the Lecture series
Facebook comment
“Tonight the topic came alive. Great speakers.
Johanna was superb. Really picked up the access to
justice issue. And Andrew made a good point about
Parliament needing to be better bound to Human
Rights legislation. Not above the law.”

Email from Grant Bayldon (speaker)
“… [I]t was a pleasure to be a part of it…
Thanks for the opportunity and for
including this important topic in the
schedule”

1

A detailed list of these events and activities can be found at https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-innz-in-2015/
2
Details of the series, including videos and transcripts, can be found at
https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/university-of-auckland-lecture-series/
3
See https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjvDFN0dUmLq2Zp1xsA4hzg

3

We created an extensive and user-friendly website (https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/) which
included frequently updated information about upcoming events, reviews of past events, links to
information about Magna Carta related topics, resources for teaching Magna Carta in schools, as well
as links to videos from the lecture series. The Committee also created an email list of 593 different
and diverse organisations that may have had a vested interest in 1 of the 28 topics relating to Magna
Carta covered during 2015. There was significant media coverage of the anniversary in radio,
television, newspaper, website and magazines. The public were also engaged through Facebook and
Twitter. Highlights of online engagement include a Facebook reach of up to 10569 people per post,
Tweet Impressions totalling 26111, 764 hits on the Committee's YouTube videos and over 14800 views
on the Committee's website.
The website will provide a valuable resource for years to come. The high impact lecture series, wide
range of other events, and breadth of media and public engagement made a valuable contribution to
commonwealth celebrations of Magna Carta, especially given the committee was only created a few
months before the start of the anniversary. Further details and evidence of impact are in the rest of
the report.

4

Section 2:
Events and Activities
Introduction
A wide range of events took place in 2015 across many different areas: parliamentary, educational
and arts and culture events; exhibitions, cathedral services, conferences and panels as well as lectures
and talks. The Committee supported these through communication, as well as Committee member's
organisation of, and participation at, some of these events.

5

Parliamentary
The New Zealand Parliament initiated three high profile events that
helped highlight the importance of the anniversary and helped build
momentum for the years’ commemoration.
Attorney General, Chris Finlayson, hosted a reception in the Grand
Hall at the New Zealand Parliament in Wellington to commemorate
the anniversary. Committee Chair Jennifer Lees-Marshment spoke at
the event.
David Seymour, Parliamentary Undersecretary and Leader of the ACT
Party, moved a motion to mark the 800th anniversary of Magna
Carta.4
In addition, the New Zealand Parliament marked the
anniversary in a range of ways from June onwards, including
highlighting the relevance of the Magna Carta to New
Zealand’s democracy on Parliament’s website - with links to
UK Magna Carta related webpages; featuring it in the ‘Our
House feature’ the Parliamentary intranet for staff and also in
social media tweets.

Box 2.1: Quotes from Parliamentary Events
Chris Finlayson, Attorney General, 15 June 2015
“Over time, Magna Carta has come to represent a number of fundamental principles including the
protection of human rights, freedom of religion, the right to justice and, most importantly, the rule
of law.”
David Seymour, Parliamentary Undersecretary and Leader of the Act Party, 16 June 2015
“I move, that this House note the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta, a document that Lord Denning
described as ‘ … the greatest constitutional document of all times—the foundation of the freedom
of the individual against the arbitrary authority of the despot.’, and that established the notion
that the law is not simply the whim of the king or of Government, and that all are equal under the
law and can be held to account, and thus, Magna Carta represents the foundation of the rights and
freedoms that we enjoy today.”

4

See http://www.inthehouse.co.nz/video/37738
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Educational
Educational events and activities helped foster knowledge and discussion around the history and
relevance of Magna Carta with respect to the youth of New Zealand. We looked to get a demographic,
not known for their interest in medieval history, to inform themselves about this important topic so
its’ legacy can continue into the next generation.
The Committee worked with the Attorney-General’s office to launch an essay competition. The
competition asked high school and university students to enter essays setting out what Magna Carta
meant to them and its significance to New Zealand in 2015. The competition was judged by the
Attorney General, the Solicitor General, Michael Heron QC, and Committee Deputy Chair Stephen
Winter. Over 20 essays were submitted, with the Attorney General announcing the winners at the
Parliamentary reception noted earlier.
Professor David V Williams, a law historian from the University of Auckland Law Faculty and a member
of the Committee, also gave a talk at an Auckland secondary school, King’s College, during their
Literacy Week. Students engaged in an interactive discussion on the history of Magna Carta and its
relevance to contemporary issues of justice and injustice, and the importance of the Rule of Law.

Box 2.2: Excerpts from the Attorney General's Essay Competition
"[The Magna Carta] inspired a mythical tapestry of constitutional history, shaping subsequent
documents, movements and persons. It is the source of fundamental attitudes extant in the threads
of such abstract ideas as freedom under the rule of law… We must comprehend and upkeep the
noble tradition Magna Carta has set – not just for the sake of identity.”
"No matter where or when one looks in history, true justice and sound laws are ageless. As we
move 800 years from 1215 to 2015, the far reaching effect of Magna Carta can be observed right
here in New Zealand... Youth especially are so impressionable, and the clauses of Magna Carta that
are still influencing law today need to be identified and made known to the youth of New Zealand.
If they are exposed to these positive ideologies, then it is more likely that a lasting impression will
be made - an impression that can be carried on throughout their lives, and passed on to future
generations."
"Magna Carta’s meaning, principles and consequences have transcended what it was made for. It
has become a document that stands for many values which are important to New Zealand youth
including the right to a fair trial and an impartial system…the principles it represents are eternal
and universal."
"Revering the Charter is not a symptom of colonial nostalgia; it is a proud badge of our membership
of an international community that believes that the pathway to the future of our world lies in
liberal democracy."
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Arts and Culture
Artistic and cultural events helped to promote Magna Carta to a broad range of people, engaging them
the anniversary celebrations in entertaining and informative ways.
A re-enactment of the signing of the Magna Carta as well
as an expert talk by Dr Lindsay Diggelmann from the
History Department at the University of Auckland took
place at the 2015 Taupo Medieval Faire.5
A trial to commemorate the anniversary, where the
Magna Carta was charged with being “irrelevant and
obsolete”, took place in Wellington. It included high
profile participants such as Hon Justice William Young, Judge of the Supreme Court.
Committee member Simon O'Connor (MP for Tamaki)
liaised with the Auckland War Museum to light it up for
Magna Carta Anniversary day. One of the most publically
visible events, the lighting of the exterior took place from
6PM to 6AM. This promotion was extremely valuable as a
commemoration, as the museum is one of the most iconic
and visited locations by both tourists and locals in
Auckland. The museum is occupies an elevated and highly
visible site.6
A photographic exhibition was held at University of Auckland’s Gus Fisher Gallery. Photographer
Nigel Swinn focused on faces to tell the story of the legacy of the Magna Carta in New Zealand
law, titling the exhibition “No Free Man: To No One Deny Justice”.
St Andrew's hosted the "Counsel in Concert: A Celebration
of the Magna Carta", with the lead characters wearing
costumes and legal VIPs including judges from the Court of
Appeal and Supreme Court and the Solicitor General taking
three surprise cameo roles during the performance.
Videos are on youtube.7

5

Video of the re-enactment can be found at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVqJHmdm7fQ&feature=youtu.be
Video of Dr Lindsay Diggelmann talking about Magna Carta at the event can be found
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4PI9UQDhrQ
6
More photos of the lighting can be found at https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in2015/lighting-of-auckland-war-museum/
7
See The Weill: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SErH230TQ2s; Kyrie from the Haydn Nelson Mass:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e32SSmpqXjo;
Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEUrgUBTg_M; Ode to Joy:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoljdMi85jY
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Exhibitions
Public exhibitions at universities and conferences around New Zealand
included The University of Auckland Library National Institute of Creative
Arts and Instructress' putting up a display that focused on their medieval
music collection.8 The New Zealand Law Society Library in Christchurch had
a small display of texts relating to the Magna Carta from their collection.
These included Coke’s Institutes (1796), which was the earliest text on
display, and Magna Carta Uncovered (2014), which was the most
recent. This display also included a framed reproduction of the Magna
Carta.9 A touring exhibition called “Magna Carta to Commonwealth
Charter” was hosted as part of the Commonwealth Magistrates’ and
Judges’ Association Conference. It included a storyboard tracing the chronology from Magna Carta to
Commonwealth Charter.
New Zealand's oldest copy of the Magna Carta (1531) was put
on display at the University of Canterbury as part of the NZ
Historical Association Conference. Organised by Committee
member Dr Chris Jones, the exhibition not only highlighted
the copy of the Magna Carta, but the anniversary in general
and the University of Auckland Magna Carta Lecture Series.
The display also generated significant media coverage.
Cathedral Services
Four cathedral services and related events helped commemorate the
anniversary of Magna Carta in 2015. St Andrew’s First Presbyterian Church rang
its celebration bell between morning services on Sunday 14 June. The bells of St
Mathews were rung on the evening of 14 June. A Service of Commemoration
was held at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Auckland to mark the sealing of Magna
Carta, at which Committee Chair Jennifer Lees-Marshment was a guest speaker
and outlined the important issues relating to Magna Carta in today's world. At
the Commonwealth Day Ceremony at the Wellington Cathedral of St Paul, the
Attorney General’s speech highlighted Magna Carta.
Box 2.3: Quote from The Commonwealth Day Cathedral Service
Chris Finlayson, Attorney General, 9 March 2015.
"While the torch is passed from generation to generation, there are enduring values and principles
to guide us all that apply generation in and generation out. The values embodied in Magna Carta
remain as relevant to the Commonwealth now as they were to England hundreds of years ago."

8

More information, including pictures of the display, can be viewed at
http://blogs.library.auckland.ac.nz/nicai/archive/2015/06/09/Medieval-Music-in-Celebration-of-the-MagnaCarta.aspx
9
More information on the display, including pictures, can be found at
https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in-2015/nzls-library-canterbury-magna-cartas-800thanniversary-display/
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Conferences and Panels
Five conferences and panels took place that helped promote the anniversary in more detail to people
with a vested interest, including lawyers and younger New Zealanders.
The Wellington Young Lawyers Committee
organised a discussion on ‘A rule of law for the
unruly world of cyber?: Curbing information
power in the 21st century.’ The panel included
high profile public servants such as the Director
of the National Cyber Policy Office in the
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, Paul
Ash, and the Assistant Commissioner Policy and
Operations in the Office of the Privacy
Commissioner, Joy Liddicoat.10
The Canterbury Historical Association held a panel at the University of Canterbury on 'Magna Carta Rights & Legacies' that was chaired by Committee member Dr Chris Jones. The panel included four
post graduate students presenting their research on various topics relating to the Magna Carta
including The Legal Relevance of Magna Carta in twenty-first century New Zealand and Magna Carta
and Reform of the Church.11
The New Zealand Law Librarians’ Association 2015 conference was themed 'Magna Data: From Magna
Carta to Big Data.'12
The Legal Research Foundation held a conference 'Rights, Liberty and Equality: Runnymede to the
Beehive'. High profile presenters at the conference included Rt Hon Lord Thomas of Cwmgiedd, Lord
Chief Justice of England and Wales, Hon Kate O’Regan, former Judge of the Constitutional Court of
South Africa, the Hon Grant Huscroft, Judge of the Court of Appeal of Ontario, and Rt Hon Sir Geoffrey
Palmer QC, former New Zealand Prime Minister.
The New Zealand Historical Association held a series of panels on Magna Carta during their conference
at the University of Canterbury. There was also a ‘mock trial’ of King John’s barons to take place during
the conference and a re-enactment of the signing by the society for creative anachronism.

10

More information, including a review of the event and feedback from participants, can be found at
https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in-2015/wellington-young-lawyers-committee-event/
11
Further details, including a review by Dr Chris Jones, can be found at
https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in-2015/canterbury-historical-association-panel/
12
Information about the various topics discussed, as well as a copy of one of the Magna Carta related papers,
can be found at https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in-2015/new-zealand-law-librariansassociation-2015-conference/
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Lectures and Talks
Talks and lectures were also given around New Zealand, and by New Zealanders overseas, in relation
to Magna Carta throughout 2015.
Dr Carwyn Jones, a senior lecturer and Victoria University
of Wellington's School of Law, gave a public lecture at the
National Library of New Zealand entitled ‘Magna Carta,
human rights, and the Treaty of Waitangi today’.13
Dr Nicole Moreham, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law,
Victoria University of Wellington, spoke at the 2015
Identity Conference on the topic ‘From Magna Carta to the right to be forgotten – understanding
privacy rights’.
Committee member Professor David V Williams from the University of Auckland’s Faculty of Law gave
a number of talks on Magna Carta and the Treaty of Waitangi throughout the year. These included
presenting at the first session of the Higher Court Judges’ Conference, at St Andrews on The Terrace,
at the Sir Paul Reeves Memorial Lecture, and at the British Legal History Conference which was held
at the University of Reading.
The University of Auckland’s Faculty of Law hosted Professor Paul Brand, legal historian from All Souls
College, Oxford to talk about the Magna Carta. Having published such books as Kings, Barons and
Justices: The Making and Enforcement of Legislation in Thirteenth-Century England, Professor Brand
had a deep knowledge of the Magna Carta. As a result the talk was insightful, as noted by New Zealand
Magna Carta 800th Committee member Tracey Thomas in her review.14
Committee Deputy Chair Stephen Winter gave a talk for Victoria University School of Law on Magna
Carta Anniversary day entitled ‘Weak-form Review and the Rule of Law.’15
Dr Nigel Jamieson from the Faculty of Law at the University of Otago gave a public lecture titled
“Magna Carta in a Handcart: From 1215 to 2015 and Far Beyond”.16

13

More information, including a review from Dr Jones himself, can be viewed at
https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in-2015/national-library-public-event-in-wellington/
Dr Carwyn Jones’ blog post on the topic, including an audio stream of the lecture can be found at
http://natlib.govt.nz/blog/posts/magna-carta-human-rights-and-the-treaty-of-waitangi-today
A piece by Victoria University of Wellington on the event can be found
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/news/2015/07/800-years-of-magna-carta
The press release sent out by the Department Of Internal Affairs about the event can be viewed at
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PO1506/S00185/magna-carta-and-the-treaty-of-waitangi-acknowledged.htm
14
More information, including the review of the event, can be found at
https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in-2015/professor-paul-brand-talk/
15
More information about the talk, including an abstract, can be found at
https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in-2015/review-and-rule-of-law-talk-victoria-university/
16
More information, including photos and the abstract of the lectureSpeaker, can be viewed at
https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in-2015/university-of-otago-faculty-of-law-public-lecturemagna-carta-in-a-handcart-from-1215-to-2015-and-far-beyond-21-june/
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The 2015 Annual Jim Gardner Lecture at the University
of Canterbury was given by Committee member Dr
Chris Jones, who presented "Magna Carta – 800 Years
and Beyond,” which highlighted the continued
relevance of the Charter in American and New Zealand
courts and in British political life. Dr Jones’s text is to
be published as part of the Canterbury History
Foundation’s annual lecture series, helping establish
the legacy of Magna Carta that the Committee has
actively fostered.
Professor Linda Colley gave a lecture as part of the Sir Douglas Robb Lecture Series at the University
of Auckland on “A Changing Magna Carta: past, present and futures”, which explored how the Magna
Carta ‘cult’ relates to the UK’s lack of a written constitution.17
Box 2.4: Quote from Dr David V Williams, 13 September 2015
“In debates about the Treaty of Waitangi in the early 1840s there were numerous references by
the Governor and his officers to the Treaty as the ‘Maori Magna Carta.’ The suggestion was that
the Treaty provided protection for the rights and liberties of Maori in a similar fashion to the
understanding that the Magna Carta provided protection against arbitrary government actions to
deprive English subjects of their rights and liberties.”

Summary
As can be seen above, the New Zealand Magna Carta 800th Anniversary Commemorative Committee
achieved its main goals of helping oversee, facilitate and promote a great variety of Magna Carta
related events and activities in New Zealand. This included everything from traditional public lectures,
to the lighting of an iconic building, to the presentation of medieval music. Events had a broad appeal
to those with a vested interest in Magna Carta related issues and topics as well as the youth of New
Zealand, as well as members of the general public. This variety of events and activities engaged a large
and diverse range of New Zealanders with the anniversary in both entertaining and informative ways.
Additionally, the Committee organised the University of Auckland Magna Carta Lecture Series which
is outlined in the following section. For more information on all Magna Carta related events in New
Zealand throughout 2015, see https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in-2015/.

17

More information can be found at https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/events-in-nz-in-2015/lecture-byprofessor-linda-colley-on-a-changing-magna-carta-past-present-and-futures-3-august/
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Section 3: University of Auckland
Magna Carta Lecture Series

Introduction
The cornerstone of the Committee's activities this year was the University of Auckland Magna Carta
Lecture Series in early July. The led organiser of the series was Committee Deputy Chair Dr Stephen
Winter from the University of Auckland's Politics and International Relations discipline, who is an
expert in justice, rights and democracy. Each of the five nights in the series looked at a particular issue
in relation to Magna Carta's relevance in New Zealand:
6 July - Magna Carta and the Kiwi Constitution
7 July - The Māori Magna Carta – Waitangi and Beyond
8 July - Magna Carta Online – Security and Privacy in the Digital Age
9 July - Magna Carta Beyond the Commonwealth – Migration and Refugees
10 July - Magna Carta – Visions for the Future
The series therefore explored a range of important issues that were both traditional and highly topical,
giving the public a chance to hear from high profile experts about the relevance of Magna Carta to
different aspects of New Zealand life. A total of 16 speakers took part, including Chief Justice Dane
Sian Elias, Judge Carrie Wainwright, Amnesty International Director Grant Bayldon, Assistant Privacy
Commissioner Joy Liddicoat, as well as New Zealand politicians Hon Judith Collins and Labour Party
Leader Andrew Little. Details of the series, including videos and transcripts, can be found at
https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/university-of-auckland-lecture-series/.
6 July - Magna Carta and the Kiwi Constitution
Speakers: Dr Lindsay Diggelmann, Historian from The University of Auckland; Hon Judith Collins,
Member of Parliament; and Chief Justice Dame Sian Elias
The series began with a session that
looked back at the role of Magna
Carta
in
New
Zealand’s
constitutional traditions as well as
examining its present roles, both in
law and in the constitutional
imagination. This was an important
topic to cover as New Zealand does
not
have
an
entrenched
constitution, making it a topic of
continued interest. For this reason,
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as well as the impressive line-up of speakers, this was the best attended night of the series, with 254
people registering via the committee website.
Dr Diggelmann explored the circumstances of the 12th
and 13th centuries from which the original Magna
Carta arose; Hon Judith Collins gave a talk about how
the Magna Carta influences contemporary law making
in New Zealand; and Chief Justice Dame Sian Elias spoke
about why Magna Carta is still important to New
Zealand's flexible constitution, again highlighting the
importance of the principles and values of the Magna
Carta in New Zealand's constitutional arrangements.
Box 3.1: Quotes From Night 1
"[The Magna Carta] does have something very important to say to us about the rule of law. But it
also stands as a starting point and a point of inspiration through later centuries for many other
people seeking many other freedoms." (Dr Lindsey Digglemann)
"The Magna Carta is just one of a number of constitutional laws, principles and conventions that
comprise our uniquely New Zealand constitution... New Zealand law is based on the principles of
the rule of law, the sovereignty of Parliament, in representing the people, and the separation of
powers... we can be very assured that the principle of the Rule of Law as seen in the Magna Carta
will continue to be as important into the future as it has been for 800 years." (Hon Judith Collins)
"Magna Carta lays the foundations for the rule of law and parliamentary sovereignty, the twin
elements of the New Zealand constitution today... Our pragmatic and adaptable constitution may
suit New Zealand society and, indeed, has considerable virtues. It would be foolish, however, to
think that constitutional evolution is at an end in New Zealand... One thing we can be sure of is
that in the necessary discussions we will continue to have on constitutional directions, the ideas of
Magna Carta will continue to be drawn on, as they have been for the past 800 years." (Chief Justice
Dame Sian Elias)

7 July - The Māori Magna Carta – Waitangi and Beyond

14

Speakers: Simon O'Connor, Member of Parliament; Judge Carrie Wainwright, Waitangi Tribunal;
and Isaac Hikaka, lawyer
This session explored the connection between Magna Carta and New Zealand's founding colonial
document, the Treaty of Waitangi. The Treaty of Waitangi, and broader indigenous rights issues play
a prominent role in political discourses in New Zealand, especially over the last 30 years. The evening
began with a traditional Maori greeting, a mihi, by Tame Te Rangi, a kaumatua from Ngati Whatua.
Simon O'Connor, reading on behalf of the Attorney General,
Hon. Chris Finlayson, focused on highlighting the importance of
the Treaty of Waitangi to New Zealand history and its links to,
and similarities with, the Magna Carta; Judge Carrie Wainwright
(pictured right) talked about New Zealand's colonial past
through the lens of the values of the Magna Carta; and Isaac
Hikaka explored links between the two documents.
Box 3.2: Quotes From Night 2
"The Great Charter has become a powerful symbol of the rule of law... today it certainly embodies
the idea that everyone, including the law makers, should be held accountable to the same law. Like
Magna Carta, the Treaty has come to represent so much more than the mere wording of its original
articles. The Treaty is so woven through the fabric of modern New Zealand that it would be
impossible to unravel the threads, nor would we want to. Like Magna Carta, the Treaty was a
document of its time but remains a document of our times." (Hon Chris Finlayson)
"So when we try to address the question ‘what did Māori get out of colonisation?’, the light of
civilization, supposedly imported with the English, should have had as its’ most intense and
brightly-burning part the light of the rule of law: a fair, impartial system of laws and obligations to
which all were equally bound. And if the colonisers had maintained their focus on that gift of the
Magna Carta, the worst Treaty breaches that the Waitangi Tribunal investigates today would have
been many fewer." (Judge Carrie Wainwright)
"[W]hereas Magna Carta has developed its importance less through what it actually says and more
through what it represents, the languages and circumstances of Te Tiriti (The Treaty of Waitangi)
are such that its importance need not be created through romanticism. Having regard to its
position as a constitutionally significant foundational document, in my view it is appropriate to
consider Te Tiriti to be akin to a Maori Magna Carta." (Isaac Hikaka)

15

8 July - Magna Carta Online – Security and Privacy in the Digital Age
Speakers: Howard Broad (CNZM), Deputy Chief Executive of Security and Intelligence at the
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet; Joy Liddicoat, New Zealand Assistant Privacy
Commissioner; and Martin Crocker, Executive Director of NetSafe
The next session in the series looked at online security and privacy through the lens of the Magna
Carta. Tim Berners-Lee, the ‘Inventor of the Internet’, argued the need for an online version of the
Magna Carta, while in New Zealand the actions of the Government Communications Security Bureau's
had been a major public issue during 2014-15. This evening’s topic examined the links between the
contemporary topic of online security and privacy and Magna Carta.
Howard Broad (pictured right) highlighted the
importance of public trust in those with authority when
it comes to issues of privacy and security, as well as the
increasing transparency of government security
agencies; Joy Liddicoat suggested that the world is still in
the early stages of evolution as it pertains to a set of
guidelines for online privacy and security; and Martin
Crocker suggested that there is no need for an online
Magna Carta due to the rights we already have as citizens.
Box 3.3: Quotes From Night 3
"I think it's worth saying then that I do see a parallel between modern privacy and the Magna
Carta. In a way that great charter was about principles over power. It was about bending the knee
of the King to listen to what it was the people had to say. And even though those principles now,
quite rightly, look quite medieval, although we might still be concerned about the trees that get
chopped down in different parts of our native forest, it's still a testament I think to the potency to
the central idea of principles over power and to the Magna Carta itself it holds such a place with
us even today." (Joy Liddicoat)
"We already have the necessary existing rights and justice concepts, and some of those date back
to the Magna Carta. Our current legal, political, and corporate structures, they might need some
reshaping to make better use of technology – but they’re still doing a reasonable job of maintaining
a balance in society.” (Martin Crocker)

16

9 July - Magna Carta Beyond the Commonwealth – Migration and Refugees
Speakers: Andrew Lockhart, National Manager of the Refugee and Protection Unit at Immigration
New Zealand; Michael White, a senior legal and policy analyst at the New Zealand Human Rights
Commission; and Grant Bayldon, Executive Director of Amnesty International New Zealand
This session explored migration through the lens of the Magna Carta, a topic that grew to attract public
attention during 2015 as the Syrian migration issue came onto the global agenda.
Andrew Lockhart (pictured left) looked at the
systems that support the New Zealand refugee
determination process and how the principles of the
Magna Carta contribute to that; Michael White
evaluated New Zealand's current immigration and
refugee laws, policy and practice against the
principles of the Magna Carta; and Grant Bayldon
used stories drawn from his personal experience
talking to people who were fleeing Myanmar to focus on how the principles of the Magna Carta are
not being upheld in international refugee practices.
Box 3.4: Quotes From Night 4
"The Magna Carta – the significance of which in its time was unrealised – has evolved to mean so
much more than a list of demands. The principle of the rule of law and, in particular, due process
that evolved from the Magna Carta underpins…the Refugee Convention in New Zealand and at
least influence the international approach to protection." (Andrew Lockhart)
“[I]t is clear that the ancient principles of liberty and freedom, founded on the Magna Carta, are
relevant to immigration law, policy and practice today. And, in fact in my view - in an increasingly
challenging global environment - they have never been more important." (Michael White)
"[A] state’s obligation to protect individuals is a principle that really began with the Magna Carta.
And it now resonates in current refugee law. The Magna Carta lies at the origin of the right to
freedom and liberty and, on a grander scale, the origin of human rights themselves... these
principles have survived 800 years which demonstrates, I think, the value and necessity that they
hold - and the timelessness. That they have survived for 800 years really means that now is the
time to properly put these into action for those who need it most. And we see right now some of
the most vulnerable people in our world are refugees." (Grant Bayldon)
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10 July - Magna Carta – Visions for the Future
Speakers: Dr Chris Jones, specialist in medieval European history from the University of
Canterbury; Patrick Reilly, Acting High Commissioner to the British High Commission in New
Zealand; Andrew Little, Member of Parliament and Leader of the Opposition; and Johanna
McDavitt, JustSpeak
The final night of the series focused on looking at how the
future might be shaped by Magna Carta and the rule of law.
Two early copies of the Magna Carta from the University of
Canterbury (1531) and the University of Auckland (1587)
were on joint display during the evening.18

Dr Chris Jones concentrated on some less well-remembered
aspects of the original Magna Carta in order to answer the
question "What can the Magna Carta tell us about a bicultural
society?”; Patrick Reilly made an argument for why the Magna
Carta is Britain’s greatest export, and linking that up to the
future of resolving global conflict; Andrew Little argued for
greater oversight in the New Zealand Government's law making
process - suggesting that doing so would preserve the defining
values of the Magna Carta; and Johanna McDavitt spoke about
the rights of people not normally considered when thinking about the Magna Carta - in particular,
prisoners' voting rights and access to justice.
Box 3.5: Quotes From Night 5
"One of the reasons why Britain... has been so influential in exporting ideas, people and things to
the world is because Britain has been so receptive to ideas, people and things from the world. That
receptiveness, that openness, has been a source of strength." (Patrick Reilly)
“Change is needed if we want to preserve what we have come to see as the defining values of the
Great Charter….The two clauses that have acquired considerable force – that dealing with the rule
of law, and another dealing with liberty – need constant, if not eternal, vigilance in any
representative democracy.” (Andrew Little).
“[T]he challenge for the Magna Carta going forward is to become relevant for more than just
people who already have power.. The challenge is to use the principles of the Magna Carta…to
speak up for people who don't - to speak up for our prisoners, to speak up for our beneficiaries, to
speak up for people who don't have the money or otherwise the ability to give the time to these
sorts of issues.” (Johanna McDavitt)
18

Acknowledgement goes to the George Grey Collection of the Auckland Library for making their 1587 copy
available.
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Section 4:
Statistics and Feedback
Introduction - How we communicated with the public
Magna Carta related events and
resources were all promoted
through the Committee’s various
online media platforms such as
our Facebook (as seen on the
right), Twitter, and YouTube
accounts,
as
well
the
Committee’s website.
Material such as event updates
and
new
resource
announcements
were
also
distributed
through
the
Committee’s extensive emailing
list. This list included our
communication intermediaries,
such as Philothea Flynn from the
Ministry of Culture, Catherine
Harris from the Law Society and
Callum Valentine from the British
High Commission.
These intermediaries were able to distribute information to individuals, groups and organisations with
a vested interest in certain topics covered throughout the year. We also emailed the information out
through our “potential contact list” – a list of 593 different and diverse organisations that may have
had a vested interest in 1 or more of the 28 topics relating to Magna Carta we covered.
Given the Committee’s late start at the end of
2014 we put a lot of time and effort into
reaching out to people instead of expecting
them to come to us. This paid off as the amount
of public engagement and reach we were able
to maintain throughout the year was higher
than we expected.
The rest of this section highlights this high level
of public engagement by outlining both
statistical and written feedback we received
throughout the year about Magna Carta
related events, activities and resources.

19

University of Auckland Magna Carta Lecture Series
Evidence obtained through the Committee’s
cornerstone event, the University of Auckland
Magna Carta Lecture Series, highlighted high public
engagement with the anniversary. This came in four
main forms, statistical information from RSVPs,
statistical information about YouTube viewership,
the question and answer sessions at the end of
every lecture session, as well as feedback.
Statistical Information
As can be seen in Box 4.1, 620 people
Box 4.1
registered for the lecture series, with an
Academic/
Total
Percentage Average
average of 124 registrations per night. While
Non-Academic Number
we don’t have the total number of people
Academic
178
28.71%
36
who live- streamed the lectures, we did get
Non-Academic
442
71.29%
88
information from Dr Chris Jones that around
50 people attended the public live streaming
Total
620
100%
124
a University of Canterbury over the first 2
nights of the series. Furthermore, since uploading the lecture series videos (broken down into
individual speeches) to the Committee’s YouTube channel in mid-August, they have received a total
of 764 views,19 along with 198 views for the lecture series videos (broken down into 5 sessions) that
were uploaded on the University of Auckland Arts YouTube channel.20 Therefore, in total the lecture
series was viewed in one form or another approximately 1500 times.
Furthermore, as seen in Box 4.1 and
Graph 4.1, just over 71% of the
registries did so as non-academics.
Also, as seen in Box 4.2 and Graph 4.2,
this section of non-academic registries
included a range of different affiliation
types, including almost 42% who simply
registered as members of the public.
This shows that the lecture series was
able to reach a diverse audience
outside the large academic base that
typically attend such events.

Graph 4.1: Academic/Non-Academic

28.71%

71.29%

Academic

19
20

Non-Academic

See: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjvDFN0dUmLq2Zp1xsA4hzg/videos
See: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfcRzkscDMdtzmaEinChoaSV2Zhi5YFB9
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Box 4.2: Association/Affiliation Type
Association/Affiliation Type
Total Number Percentage
Academic
178
28.71%
Community Group
16
2.58%
Government
26
4.19%
Lawyer
69
11.13%
Media
2
0.32%
Non-governmental Organisation
17
2.74%
Other
61
9.84%
Public
260
41.94%

Average
36
3
5
14
0
3
12
52

Grapgh 4.2: Association/Affiliation Type
Academic
28.71%

41.94%

Community Group
Government
Lawyer

11.13%
9.84%

2.58%
4.19%

Media
Non-governmental Organisation
Other

2.74% 0.32%

Public

Through
our
targeted
Box 4.3: Institutions
promotion,
including
Institution
Total
Academic
identification and emailing
Number Percentage
Auckland University of Technology
16
9.00%
potential academics interested
FMHS
3
1.69%
in the various issues covered in
Huachiew
Chalermprakiet
University
1
0.56%
the series, we made an effort to
Massey University
7
3.93%
reach out to staff and students
University of Auckland
140
78.65%
across all potential relevant
University of Canterbury
3
1.69%
disciplines. This effort paid off,
University of the South Pacific
1
0.56%
as can be seen when looking at
University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce
1
0.56%
Boxes and Graphs 4.3, 4.4 and
University of Waikato
4
2.24%
4.5. While a majority of the
Victoria University of Wellington
1
0.56%
academic members of the
Whitirea
1
0.56%
audience came from the
University of Auckland, 10 other academic institutions were also represented in the RSVPs, including
3 international universities. Furthermore, just over 57% of the academic respondents noted they were
students. This is encouraging as it shows the issues covered in the lecture series were appealing to a
younger generation, helping further foster interest in the topic of Magna Carta for the future. Finally,
the 38 academic disciplines represented in the RSVPs, as seen in Box 4.5 on page 27, highlights the
range of appeal that the topics covered in the lecture series had.
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Graph 4.3: Institutions
2.24%

0.56%
1.69%

0.56%

1.69%

0.56%

0.56%

9.00%

0.56%

3.93%

78.65%

Auckland University of Technology
Huachiew Chalermprakiet University
University of Auckland
University of the South Pacific
University of Waikato
Whitirea

Staff/Student
Staff
Student
Did not proclaim

FMHS
Massey University
University of Canterbury
University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce
Victoria University of Wellington

Box 4.4: Staff/Student
Total Number Percentage
67
37.64%
102
57.30%
9
5.06%

Average
13
20
2

Graph 4.4: Staff/Student
5.06%

37.64%

57.30%

Staff

Student

Did not proclaim
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Box 4.5: Disciplines
Discipline
Total Number Disciple Percentage
Accounting
3
2.04%
Art History
1
0.68%
Asian History
2
1.36%
Aviation Management
1
0.68%
Business
9
6.12%
Commerce
1
0.68%
Communications
1
0.68%
Computational Statistics
1
0.68%
COMPASS
1
0.68%
Computer Studies
2
1.36%
Counselling
1
0.68%
Creative Arts and Industries
1
0.68%
Cross-Cultural Psychology
1
0.68%
Culture and Society
1
0.68%
Economics
1
0.68%
Education
2
1.36%
Engineering
2
1.36%
English
7
4.76%
European Languages & Literatures
4
2.72%
French
1
0.68%
General Medicine
3
2.04%
Health Sciences
1
0.68%
History
13
8.84%
Law
47
31.97%
Linguistics
1
0.68%
Maori Studies
2
1.36%
Media
1
0.68%
Nursing
1
0.68%
Physics
1
0.68%
Politics
18
12.24%
Psychology
1
0.68%
Psychotherapy
2
1.36%
Science
2
1.36%
Social Policy
1
0.68%
Social Work
1
0.68%
Sociology
5
3.40%
Spanish
1
0.68%
Statistics
3
2.04%

23

The statistics noted in this section highlight the high level of public engagement in the University of
Auckland Magna Carta Lecture Series - both in terms of the number and the diversity of people who
engaged with the series. This shows that the extensive work the Committee put into promoting the
series through social media and targeted emailing worked, helping promote the anniversary further.
Question and Answer Periods
The most explicit and direct form of public engagement seen in
the lecture series was through the question and answer period in
the final 10 to 30 minutes of every session. These periods allowed,
not only those in attendance, but those watching on the live
stream to ask the expert panel questions through our social media
platforms and email - including questions from the team watching
from the University of Canterbury. These question
and answer periods helped extend the clarity of the
topics covered by the experts in the speeches,
helped broaden the aspects of the topic covered,
while also helping with public participation and
engagement in the topics covered over the course
of the 5 nights.
Feedback
The final form of public engagement from the lecture series that needs highlighting is the feedback
the Committee received from participants, attendees, and from those watching on the live stream.
This feedback was overwhelmingly positive, helping highlight the value of the lecture series. Below is
a sample of some of the positive feedback we received through our Facebook and Twitter pages, as
well as through our email, website, and RSVP system.
Box: 4.6: Facebook
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Box: 4.7: Twitter

Box 4.8: Email

Box: 4.9: RSVPs
Thank you for providing these opportunities to
the Auckland public. I look forward to attend
many more lectures Auckland University has to
offer.

Very pleased to see the University is hosting a
lecture series on the Magna Carta. I plan to
attend as many sessions as possible and wish
the organisers every success, particularly given
the significance of the subject and its 800 year
history!
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I'm excited about attending this lecture - more Looking forward to enjoying a great night.
spaces like this need to be created.
Other Statistics and Feedback
We were also able to obtain positive statistical information regarding public use of the various online
platforms we used to promote and archive information throughout the year - the Committee
Facebook, Twitter, Website and YouTube pages. The follow section breaks down this information
further.21
Facebook
As mentioned in the introduction
Box 4.10: Total Facebook Page Likes
of this section, we used the
Facebook page to promote
various Magna Carta related
events, activities, resources and
media coverage throughout the
year. As the graph in Box 4.10
shows, this activity helped us
grow the number of people who
liked the Facebook page
throughout the year. This was especially important throughout June and in early July, as the
Committee increased activity on the page in preparation of the University of Auckland Magna Carta
Lecture Series. Unsurprisingly, this increased activity saw a steep increase in the number of people
who started liking the page.

21

Note: all data was updated as of 4 December 2015.
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As people liked and shared posts from the
page the number of potential viewers
increased greatly. This can be seen in Box
4.11, which shows that a single post could
reach as many as 10569 people. Admittedly,
this reach was an anomaly on Magna Carta
Anniversary day, with the average post
reaching 170 people. This reach helped the
committee further promote Magna Carta
related events, activities, resources and media
coverage throughout the year.

Box 4.11: Facebook Post Reach

Twitter
As shown in Box 4.12 below, the Committee's Twitter handle's
(@magnacartanz) visibility was very high. The most important of
these statistics is "Tweet Impressions" - an "impression" meaning
that a tweet has been delivered to the stream of a particular
Twitter account. Therefore, tweets either by the Committee's
handle (including retweets) or mentions of the Committee's
handle were posted on Twitter feeds 26111 times throughout
2015. This highlights the reach of some of those who retweeted
and mentioned the handle. Also, audience members live
tweeting during the University of Auckland Magna Carta Lecture
Series also played a major role in helping increase the
effectiveness of the Committee's Twitter handle.

Box 4.12: Twitter Statistics
Month

New
Followers

Tweet
Impressions

Profile Mentions
Visits

Tweets
linking
to page

February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
1-4 December

7
10
5
5
9
14
-1
2
2
-2
0

1215
2276
884
1510
5751
6553
2495
1425
941
2540
521

97
147
35
52
249
363
40
46
36
96
39

0
4
0
2
28
46
6
3
3
0
2

0
3
4
10
28
20
4
3
6
5
0

Total

49

26111

1200

94

83
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YouTube
As mentioned earlier, one of
the major long term resources
to come out of the
Committee's activities in 2015
is the YouTube channel.22 The
total number of video views
from this page is encouraging,
with all 28 videos having been
viewed a total of 764 times.
This is even more impressive
when considering that most of
the videos have only been up
since 13 August, and 1 only
since 8 December. This long
term resource will be able to
be
located and
taken
advantage of for years to
come; making it one of the
great
resources
the
Committee has developed this
year.
Box 4.13: YouTube Data Analytics

22

See: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjvDFN0dUmLq2Zp1xsA4hzg/videos
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Website
The other long term resource the
Box 4.14: Website Analytics
Committee developed over the course of
2015 was the website.23 This hosted a
wealth of Magna Carta related
information, including resources on
related topics such as the rule of law and
human rights. Information about upcoming events and reviews of past events was frequently updated.
As can be seen by the information in Box 4.14, the website had over 14800 views by over 5,000 visitors
since its creation in December 2014. The website also had global usage, having been viewed by people
in 72 countries around the world. These numbers highlight the value of the website in 2015 as a
promotional and resource tool. Also, thanks to the websites archived nature, the information available
will be accessible for years to come so we expect this number – and public engagement with Magna
Carta in New Zealand – to grow over time.
Feedback
Finally, we had positive feedback about other Magna Carta related events and activities throughout
2015: see Boxes 4.16/7 for a sample.
Box 4.16: Website Comment

Box: 4.17: Feedback from the Wellington Young Lawyers Committee Panel
“Congratulations on a very well organised,
informative and fun event. Very well done.”

“It’s lovely to come across someone similarly
interested in the importance of Magna Carta
and all things rule of law!”

“My compliments on an excellent event
tonight. Well done!

“I thought it was an outstanding event, packed
full of valuable insights.”

Summary
The effort put into the creation, facilitation and promotion of Magna Carta related events, activities
and resources resulted in a high level of public engagement in New Zealand. This engagement reached
beyond academia, across a range of associations and individuals with diverse interests related to
Magna Carta and its anniversary. Thanks to the Committee's Facebook, Twitter, and especially the
Committee's YouTube page and website, these resources will be available as valuable resources for
years to come. The next section will look at media coverage.

23

See: https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/
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Section 5:
Media Coverage
Introduction
Over the course of 2015 the 800 anniversary of Magna Carta received a wealth of media coverage.
This included features and interviews in radio and television programs, articles in newspapers, as well
as articles in newspaper's associated websites, other websites and magazines. All this coverage helped
in promoting the anniversary and much of it also helped promote the activities and events the
Committee was helping to promote. This section outlines the various media streams that helped
promote the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta to variety people in New Zealand and overseas.
th
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Radio
One of the most visible ways the anniversary received media coverage in 2015 was through radio
features and interviews, offering high national penetration of stories relating to the anniversary.
This included 5 features and interviews on New Zealand's national radio station, Radio New Zealand
National, which has a weekly live cumulative audience of 503,000.24 These features and interviews
consisted of: a feature on Taupo’s Medieval Faire;25 an interview with law commentator Dean Knight,
Victoria University Senior Law Lecturer and Associate Director, New Zealand Centre for Public Law
about the history and importance of
Magna Carta and the rule of law;26 an
interview with Dr Erin Griffey, curator of
the No Free Man: To No One Deny Justice
exhibition;27 an interview with Committee
member Dr Chris Jones who about the
anniversary;28 and a 33 minute interview
with Committee Chairs Jennifer LeesMarshment and Stephen Winter about the
history and current relevance of Magna
Carta.29
Radio Waatea also interviewed Dr Carwyn Jones, a senior law lecturer at Victoria University, on about
the importance of the Magna Carta and the Treaty of Waitangi.30
Box 5.1: Quotes from Radio Interviews
Dr Carwyn Jones, Radio Waatea, 22 June 2015
“While the Magna Carta is a product of the concerns of medieval England, it also contained
universal principles such as the principle that everyone is protected by the law and no person or
institution is above the law, which remains in New Zealand statute and in the treaty… While the
Magna Carta is a product of the concerns of medieval England, it also contained universal principles
such as the principle that everyone is protected by the law and no person or institution is above the
law, which remains in New Zealand statute and in the treaty.”
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http://www.radionz.co.nz/about/audience-research
See http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/spectrum/audio/201751152/hear-ye,-hear-ye
26
See http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/201761570/law-commentatordean-knight
27
See http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/afternoons/audio/201764166/no-free-man-to-no-onedeny-justice-dr-erin-griffey
28
See http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/checkpoint/audio/201758493/the-800th-anniversaryof-the-signing-of-magna-carta
29
See http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/saturday/audio/201761103/jennifer-lees-marshmentand-stephen-winter-magna-carta-800
30
See http://www.waateanews.com/waateanews/x_story_id/OTgxMA.html
25
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Associate Professor Jennifer Lees-Marshment, Radio New Zealand, 4 July 2015
“The value for me is not what happened then but more what it’s led to and what it means to New
Zealand today and particularly in the future. And, although we look back, we do so to see how far
we’ve come and to think where we might go in the future.”
Dr Stephen Winter, Radio New Zealand, 4 July 2015
“As it goes on it becomes more of a document that’s associated with principles, associated with
certain kinds of criteria we’re going to be using in understanding ourselves as a constituted nation…
looking at who we are and how we’ve got to where we are and, indeed, where we’re going in the
future.”
Dr Chris Jones, Radio New Zealand, 6 July
“I think the key to it though is that it’s symbolic….of the sense that you should not be abused by an
arbitrary state, that the state owns the people who live within it certain rights and obligations… It
symbolises the idea that people who govern us should be restrained. That there is a form of
responsibility…there are still issues that Magna Carta addresses that are fundamental and
important in this world.”
Television
The anniversary also received visibility
through television coverage. 4 items were
broadcast regarding Magna Carta related
events and activities - 1 on TV One, 2 on TV3
and 1 on Canterbury's CTV - which improved
the visibility of Magna Carta related events
given One News', 3 News' and
Newsworthy's average viewership of
196,100, 72,00031 and 56,06432 people
respectively.33
Newsworthy ran a story about the "No Free Man: To No One Deny Justice" exhibition.34 CTV News,
One News and 3 News all ran stories about the Magna Carta exhibition at the University of
Canterbury.35
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http://www.throng.co.nz/tag/ratings/
http://www.throng.co.nz/2015/10/ratings-newsworthy-steadies/
33
No information about CTV viewership was available.
34
See http://www.3news.co.nz/tvshows/newsworthy/prisoner-portrait-exhibition-launches2015080723#axzz3j9eDdAF2
35
The 3 News Story can be viewed at – http://www.3news.co.nz/nznews/canterbury-unis-magna-cartadocument-linked-to-henry-viii-2015120618#axzz3tczPZjy1
CTV News story can be viewed here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpUjd9HR_Bo&feature=youtu.be&t=661
32
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Newspapers/Newspaper Websites
The 800th anniversary of Magna Carta also received visibility through newspapers and newspapers'
associated websites. This included articles on Magna Carta related themes in three of the top five
most circulated newspapers in New Zealand. A total of six articles were published in four newspapers.
These six articles were of great value to promoting the anniversary, as the four newspapers mentioned
below have a total daily circulation of 234262 people.36 This means that the national penetration of
stories relating to the anniversary was incredibly high.
The New Zealand Herald, New Zealand's most circulated newspaper carried three stories relating to
the anniversary, consisting of: an article by Committee Deputy Chair Stephen Winter on why the
Magna Carta still has value today;37 an article about how New Zealand's top judge, Chief Justice
Dame Sian Elias, would be presiding over a mock trial marking the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta
in London in late July;38 and an article on the 'No Free Man: To No One Deny Justice' exhibition.39
The Dominion Post, New Zealand's second most circulated newspaper, ran an article by Dr Carwyn
Jones of Te Kura Tātai Ture - Faculty of Law, Victoria University of Wellington looking at why Magna
Carta is still relevant to law making in New Zealand today.40
The Waikato Times, New Zealand's fifth most circulated newspaper, ran an article about Hamilton
barrister Roger Laybourn's reflection on the 800th anniversary, and why the Magna Carta remains the
cornerstone of democratic societies.41
The Timaru Herald ran an article about a group of Oamaru locals who celebrated the 800 anniversary
of the signing of the Magna Carta with a re-enactment.42
Box 5.2: Quotes from Newspaper articles
Stephen Winter, New Zealand Herald, 12 June 2015
“…it was as a demand for legal restraint of arbitrary rule that Magna Carta has weathered the 800
years since it was sealed by an intemperate king on the fields of Runnymede… Anniversaries compel
us to look back and forward. And when we look back, we observe the salience of Magna Carta in
moments of great political conflict… Magna Carta appears at crucial historical moments because
it represents important principles. And as New Zealand confronts a variety of difficult and
controversial issues, we can look back to Magna Carta for inspiration and guidance.”

36

http://newspaper.abc.org.nz/audit.html?org=npa&publicationid=%25&mode=embargo&npa_admin=1&publ
icationtype=19&memberid=%25&type=%25
37
See http://www.nzherald.co.nz/opinion/news/article.cfm?c_id=466&objectid=11463655
38
See http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11484023
39
See http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=11490122
40
See http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/comment/69922790/Magna-Carta-still-a-powerful-piece-of-law
41
See http://www.stuff.co.nz/waikato-times/news/70847994/Hamilton-lawyer-reflects-on-career-swimmingagainst-the-current
42
See http://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/life/69552646/oamaru-celebrates-magna-carta-anniversary
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Dr Carwyn Jones , Dominion Post, 3 July 2015
“Magna Carta has been invoked as a symbol of liberty and justice by champions of human rights
such as Nelson Mandela, Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King. It has been used to establish
pillars of the criminal justice system such as trials by jury and the writ of habeas corpus—that
prevents people being held in custody indefinitely without being brought before a court to
determine whether their detention is lawful… Magna Carta stands as a powerful symbol for the
principles of justice and equality that underpin modern human rights. The challenge of Magna
Carta is to ensure that our society adheres to those principles, no matter what issues we confront…
the value of Magna Carta comes not from Runnymede in 1215 but from how we choose to give life
to its principles today.”
Tani Newton, Timaru Herald, 24 June 2015
"I think it's important because it's respected by people of many different political persuasions. A
lot of it refers to situations at the time but the important principles are that there must be justice
and the government must be limited in its power and scope - something we still need to work at
today."
Other Websites
Similar articles were published on a range of other websites:









Eveningreport.nz ran an article highlighting the details of events celebrating the anniversary
around New Zealand and through the British High Commission.43
Voxy.co.nz ran an article highlighting the argument made by the convenor of the Law
Society’s Rule of Law Committee, Austin Forbes QC, that Magna Carta remains as a powerful
symbol of equal justice, liberty and individual freedom.44
The New Zealand Law Society's website ran an article about the mock trial in Westminster
Hall in London's Palace of Westminster against representatives of the Magna Carta barons.45
3 News online ran an article about how the exhibition 'The Mana of the Magna Carta: The
New Zealand Experience of a Medieval Legacy' in Christchurch was hosting the oldest copy of
Magna Carta in New Zealand.46
Radio New Zealand's website also ran an article about the exhibition 'The Mana of the Magna
Carta: The New Zealand Experience of a Medieval Legacy'.47
Sky News Australia ran an article about how the exhibition 'The Mana of the Magna Carta: The
New Zealand Experience of a Medieval Legacy' in Christchurch was hosting the oldest copy of
Magna Carta in New Zealand.48

43

See http://eveningreport.nz/2015/06/15/happy-birthday-magna-carta/
See http://www.voxy.co.nz/politics/rule-law-alive-and-well-nz-law-society/5/224287
45
See http://www.lawsociety.org.nz/news-and-communications/latest-news/news/magna-carta-baronsfound-not-guilty
46
See http://www.3news.co.nz/nznews/1531-copy-of-magna-carta-on-display-in-christchurch2015120205#axzz3t6zPYYSq
47
See http://www.radionz.co.nz/news/national/291030/nz's-oldest-magna-carta-on-display
48
See http://www.skynews.com.au/news/world/asiapacific/2015/12/02/nz-s-oldest-magna-carta-goes-ondisplay.html
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Box 5.3: Quotes from Websites
Austin Forbes QC, voxy.co.nz, 18 June 2015
"It was really the foundation of parliamentary sovereignty and the concept of the rule of law which is the principle that no one is above the law… The rule of law is alive and well in New Zealand
in 2015. Last week the independent World Justice Project ranked us sixth in the world out of 102
countries in its 2015 Rule of Law Index.”

Magazines
Finally, two leading New Zealand law magazines also released articles and special features relating to
the anniversary. Again, this coverage help promote the anniversary as well as events to legal
professionals, who would have a vested interest in the anniversary due to its rule of law aspect.
NZ Lawyer Magazine ran an article looking at if the Magna Carta needs updating for contemporary
society49 and an article on how the exhibition 'The Mana of the Magna Carta: The New Zealand
Experience of a Medieval Legacy' in Christchurch was hosting the
oldest copy of Magna Carta in New Zealand.50
Law Talk had a special feature on the Magna Carta, with speciallywritten articles from people who have been prominent in developing
and commenting on New Zealand’s constitutional framework. The
theme was “What Magna Carta means to me in 21st Century New
Zealand.”51 The Auckland District Law Society Incorporated also ran a
special feature in Law Talk on the 800th Anniversary of Magna Carta,
including an article by Committee Chair Jennifer Lees-Marshment
talking about the anniversary events.52
Summary
The various and diverse pieces of media coverage the anniversary of Magna Carta received throughout
2015 highlights further public promotion of the occasion. The 6 radio features and interviews, 4
television features, 6 newspaper and newspaper website articles, 6 other website articles and 4
magazine articles and special features meant that the number of potential viewers, listeners and
readers was incredibly high. The next section will summarise the vision, goals, activities, events and
resources that the New Zealand Magna Carta 800th Anniversary Commemorative Committee was a
part of throughout 2015 and public engagement.

49

See http://www.nzlawyermagazine.co.nz/news/is-it-time-for-a-new-magna-carta-201696.aspx
See http://www.nzlawyermagazine.co.nz/news/magna-carta-owned-by-henry-viiis-lawyer-makes-debutpublic-appearance-209377.aspx
51
You can view the feature online at https://www.lawsociety.org.nz/lawtalk/lawtalk-archives/issue-867 and
the PDF version at https://www.lawsociety.org.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/92262/LawTalk-867-WEB.pdf
52
See page 3 - https://magnacartanz.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/lawnews.pdf
50
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Section 6:
Conclusion
In October 2014 Associate Professor Jennifer Lees-Marshment was asked to create a Magna Carta
800th Commemorative Committee for New Zealand to "co-ordinate activities, raise the profile of the
anniversary and deliver a number of key national and international aspirations" and this was achieved
through a diverse range of initiatives and events that engaged a wide range of the New Zealand
public."
The specific goals of the Committee included the development of a website with a list of proposed
events, explaining the significance of Magna Carta in New Zealand, and with links to relevant articles
and resources both in New Zealand and around the world. This was created and updated throughout
the year and is now positioned as a valuable resource tool moving forward to help educate and inform
the public on the historical, current and future significance of Magna Carta. Many of these resources
have also been promoted and made available through the Committee's Facebook, Twitter, and
YouTube pages. In doing so, the Committee has helped maintain the legacy of Magna Carta for years
to come.
Another major goal of the Committee was to facilitate, oversee and promote events by a range of
organisations that discussed Magna Carta during 2015 and, in particular, create a high impacting
lecture series to celebrate and explore the historical, present and future relevance of Magna Carta to
New Zealand. The Committee achieved this goal, as the year saw an extensive and diverse range of
events and activities - from the traditional public lectures to the lighting of an iconic building to the
presentation of medieval music. This included events that would appeal to those with a vested interest
in Magna Carta related issues and topics as well as the broader general public. In other words, the
variety of events and activities helped engage a large and diverse range of New Zealanders with the
anniversary in both entertaining and informative ways. The University of Auckland Magna Carta
Lecture Series looked at a range of important issues relating to the historical, legal, cultural and rights
as it relates to Magna Carta in New Zealand. It gave the New Zealand public a chance to hear from
high profile and informed people about these issues in an effort to highlight the importance of the
document to many aspects of New Zealand life now, in the past, and in the future.
Furthermore, the effort put into the creation, facilitation and promotion of Magna Carta related
events, activities and resources resulted in an encouragingly high level of public engagement in New
Zealand and around the world. This promotion also helped in the facilitation of media coverage of the
anniversary. As a result, this engagement reaches out past the usual academic sphere, reaching many
people within a range of associations and with a range of interests that relate to Magna Carta and its
anniversary.
The website https://magnacartanz.wordpress.com/ will continue to hold records of the year’s
programme and Jennifer Lees-Marshment and Stephen Winter are beginning work on a book to reflect
on what was learnt during 2015.
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